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Avoiding
Phishing Scams

What are 
phishing 
scams?

Phishing scams are one of the biggest threats in the crypto space, tricking 
users into revealing sensitive information like private keys or login credentials. 
Scammers use fake websites, emails, and social media messages to deceive 
victims, leading to stolen funds that are nearly impossible to recover. Knowing 

how to identify and avoid these scams is crucial for protecting your assets.

COMMON PHISHING TACTICS: HOW SCAMMERS TRICK YOU1.
Cybercriminals use various techniques to impersonate legitimate platforms and steal your 

information. Some of the most common tactics include:

Fake Websites:
Scammers create

counterfeit versions of 
popular crypto exchanges 

or wallet providers with 
slightly altered URLs to 
trick users into entering 

their credentials.

Phishing Emails:
Fraudulent emails posing 
as official support teams 

request users to verify
accounts, reset passwords, 

or claim fake rewards.

Malicious Google Ads: 
Fraudulent ads appear at 
the top of search results, 

leading unsuspecting
users to scam websites 

instead of real ones.

Social Media Scams:
Scammers impersonate 

well-known crypto figures, 
offering fake giveaways

or urgent security alerts to 
lure users into clicking 

malicious links.

Best Practice: Always double-check the website URL before entering any sensitive information.

RED FLAGS TO WATCH FOR: WARNING SIGNS OF A SCAM2.

Misspelled URLs & 
Domain Tricks: 

Lookalike domains 
(e.g., "binánce.com" 

instead of
"binance.com") are 

designed to deceive.

Unsolicited Messages:
If you receive a
message out of 

nowhere asking for 
personal details, be

skeptical. Legitimate 
companies don’t reach 

out this way.

Urgency & Fear 
Tactics:

Scammers pressure 
users with fake 
security threats, 

claiming that their
account is at risk if 

they don’t act
immediately.

Too-Good-To-Be-True 
Offers:

Promises of free crypto, 
guaranteed returns, or 

urgent giveaways
are almost always 

scams.

Best Practice: If something feels off, take a step back and verify before clicking or responding.

Recognizing phishing attempts can help prevent costly mistakes. Watch out for:

HOW TO VERIFY LEGITIMACY: STAYING ONE STEP AHEAD3.
Before engaging with any crypto-related website or message, take these steps to confirm

authenticity:

Check the Official Website: Always type 
the URL manually instead of clicking links from 
emails or messages.

Use Bookmarks: Save official crypto 
exchange and wallet links to avoid falling for 
lookalike scam websites.

Verify Social Media Accounts: Look for 
official verification badges and check follower 
counts before trusting an account.

Cross-Check Announcements: If an email 
or message claims to be from a crypto platform, 
verify the information on their official website or 
Discord/Telegram channel.

Best Practice: Assume every unexpected crypto-related message is a scam until proven otherwise.

TOOLS TO PROTECT YOURSELF: STRENGTHEN YOUR DEFENSES4.
Using the right tools can help filter out phishing attempts before they reach you:

Browser Security Extensions:

Tools like MetaMask’s Phishing Detector and EAL 

(Ethereum Anti-Phishing) help block fraudulent 

websites.

Two-Factor Authentication (2FA):

Even if a scammer gets your password, they can’t

access your account without your 2FA code.

Anti-Phishing Software:

Security suites like Norton or Bitdefender provide 

additional phishing protection.

Hardware Wallets:

Storing your crypto in a hardware wallet 

prevents scammers from accessing it, even 

if they steal your credentials.

Best Practice: Combine multiple security tools for maximum protection.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE SCAMMED: IMMEDIATE STEPS TO TAKE5.
If you suspect you’ve fallen for a phishing scam, act fast:

Disconnect
Immediately:

Close the 

compromised 

website and

disconnect your 

device from the 

internet.

Change Your 
Passwords:

If you entered your 

credentials on a 

fake site, change 

them immediately 

on the real 

latform..

Enable 2FA:

If you haven’t 

already, activate 

two-factor

authentication to 

prevent further

unauthorized 

access.

Report the 
Scam:

Notify the legiti-

mate crypto service, 

report phishing 

emails, and warn 

others in crypto 

communities.

Check for 
Malware:

Run a full system 

scan with antivirus 

software to detect 

and remove

potential threats.

Best Practice: If funds were stolen, document all details and report the scam to crypto security
groups or authority.

Conclusion: Always Verify, Never Assume

Crypto phishing scams are becoming more sophisticated, making it essential to stay 

vigilant. Always verify before clicking, avoid sharing sensitive information, and trust 

only official sources. In the crypto world, skepticism is your best defense!
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